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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



Pursuant to the Duty to Disclose under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the references cited on the 
accompanying form PTO-1449 are hereby brought to the attention of the Examiner for 
independent evaluation. Pursuant to the Official Gazette Notice dated August 5, 2003, 
Applicants are not required to submit copies of these references. 

Applicants submit that the present invention is patentabl/o'^er these references. 

Respe^fefl^ubMijfted, 



Date: 




Michael AT Sfavin 
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PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
BY APPLICANT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

1251.184 



APPLICATION NO. 

10/666,494 



APPLICANT 

Anderson et al. 



FILING DATE 

09/17/03 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 



644,434 



02/1900 



Macey 



657,017 



08/1 900 



Tobey 



726,411 



04/1903 



Knight 



726,957 



05/1903 



Macey 



1,288,665 



12/1918 



Pa 9 e 



2,258,948 



10/1941 



Garrison 



3,339,995 



09/1967 



Bencene 



3,748,005 



07/1973 



Chovanec et al. 



3,794,401 



02/1974 



Dean et al. 



4,265,502 



05/1981 



Blodee et al. 



4,375,907 



03/1983 



Vander Kooi et al. 



4,600,254 



07/1986 



Whalen 



4,641,896 



02/1987 



limura et al. 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



TRANSLATION 



3THER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if a citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conforma nce and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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4,971,404 



11/1990 



Klungle et al. 



5,520,451 



05/1996 



Oshima 



5,335,987 



09/1994 



Hodge et al. 



5,845,980 



12/1998 



Fricano et al. 



5,957,558 
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